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ADJOURNMENT 

Mining Industry; Mount Lindesay Highway 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (11.55 pm): Yesterday we saw hundreds of workers from New 
Hope’s Acland mine rally outside parliament demanding that this asleep-at-the-wheel government take 
steps to protect their jobs. As we have heard in other debates this week, there is a dire threat to 
Queensland jobs posed by Labor’s new laws which will apply retrospectively to proposed mine 
expansions at Acland and in other places. Labor needs to stop letting the Greens write their agenda in 
exchange for inner-city Greens preferences and realise that Queensland, at this time and for a 
considerable time into the future, requires a reliable coal supply. Households, farmers, small business 
and industry all need a reliable and, most importantly, affordable energy supply. I table an article from 
today’s Courier-Mail. 

Tabled paper: Article from the Courier-Mail, dated 2 November 2016, titled ‘$30 billion Delay’ [1980]. 

It refers to a business in Beaudesert, AJ Bush & Sons, a meat-rendering plant that employs about 
100 locals. That is 100 families and countless businesses in the region that benefit from this local 
employer. Its business is under threat if Acland closes because it needs coal—72 tonnes a day—and 
the steam it produces to keep operating. It performs an essential role in breaking down animal waste 
into useable products like fertiliser that will be sold locally or overseas. The rendering process prevents 
considerable carbon and methane emissions that would occur if animal waste products were not 
processed, an operation that is threatened if it cannot buy coal to run its process. This government 
needs to stop demonising industry that requires affordable energy, stop putting roadblocks and green 
tape in the way of resource developments that our economy requires and let Queensland industry like 
AJ Bush & Sons get on with the job of creating jobs. 

Early next year, SCT, Australia’s largest private rail company, will begin operations at a freight 
facility in Bromelton near Beaudesert. This development will bring hundreds of jobs to the region and 
was supported by a $10 million grant from the federal LNP government. Eventually, Bromelton will be 
a spoke on the inland rail to Melbourne. Inevitably, this will bring increased truck movements on the 
Mount Lindesay Highway. Earlier today, a petition I sponsored was tabled in the House calling for urgent 
work to improve this road, signed by 1,688 residents from the Jimboomba and Beaudesert region. 

Mr Power interjected.  

Mr KRAUSE: This issue is not just about population growth; it is about jobs and economic growth 
for our region. I call on the government to put in place a real, achievable and fundable plan to deal with 
this growth. All we have seen from this government is plans for more traffic lights and a new speed 
camera. I table an article from the Jimboomba Times about this. 

Tabled paper: Article from the Jimboomba Times, dated 21 October 2016, titled ‘Mount Lindesay Highway speed cameras to be 
switched on in November’ [1981]. 
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Mr KRAUSE: This demonstrates a lack of any real plan to improve this road for the future. What 
a crock. Congestion is the issue on this road for much of the day, not speed, yet the government puts 
in a speed camera. The Draft SEQ Regional Plan confirms the Jimboomba region as one of significant 
growth, so I again call on the government to get real about the Mount Lindesay Highway, to utilise the 
$10 million funding package committed by the federal LNP government to tangible improvements and 
to get a real plan in place for the Mount Lindesay Highway. 

 


